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Ref: 8EPR-SR February 4, 2002

Mr. Sven Rodenbeck
A T S D R
1600 C l i f t o n Road
Executive Park Bui ld ing 31 ( M S - E 1 0 )
A t l a n t a , GA 30333

RE: Vasquez Boulevard/ I n t e r s t a t e 70 ( V B / I - 7 0 )
NPL S i t e

Dear Sven:
Thank you for providing EPA an opportunity to review the material you are preparing for

the March 7-9 2002 poster sessions for the community a f f e c t e d by the VB/I-70 Site.
T h i s l e t t e r provide s EPA's comments for your consideration. Our goal s in provid ing these

comments are to he lp EPA and ATSDR avoid issuing c on fu s ing pubic health messages, improve
the accuracy of the in format ion provided to the general publ ic , and coordinate the e f f o r t s of our
agencies as well as the Co lorado Department of Publ i c H e a l t h and Environment and the City of
Denver in a d d r e s s i n g the publ i c heal th concerns at the VB/I-70 Sit e .

EPA notes that the January 25 version of the "arsenic and lead letter" states:
"The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) looked at results from

the soil samples that the EPA collected from your yard and found that the arsenic levels
in soil is a public health concern for preschool children who eat soil while playing. We
know that some preschool children will eat soil as apart of their normal behavior while
playing and exploring their work. However, when children eat soil that contains high
level of arsenic, they might become sick."
T h i s language is not consistent with what is written in the initial release version of the

ATSDR Public H e a l t h Assessment (PHA) for VB/I-70. The PHA is careful to state that ATSDR
is concerned about the pub l i c heal th hazards to "soil-pica children who ingest unusually large
amounts of soil". T h i s p o p u l a t i o n of children is not the same as "preschool children" s p e c i f i c a l l y
i d e n t i f i e d in the letter. The l e t t e r does not make this very important d i s t inc t i on and suggest s that
any parent of a preschool child who receives the l e t t er should be concerned that his or her child
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might become sick f r o m what i s in their yard regardl e s s of that child's behavior. We don't
believe that the PHA contains in format ion which j u s t i f i e s causing such alarm.

EPA requests that you p l e a s e m o d i f y the language in the second line to accurately r e f l e c t
the PHA. We suggest it should read "...arsenic l eve l s in soil are a p u b l i c heal th concern for
preschool ch i ldren with soil pica behavior who eat unu sua l ly large amounts of soil" to be
consistent with the PHA..

Even with this mod i f i ca t i on , the le t t er is unclear about how much sbil a child would have
to ingest for there to be a publ ic health concern. W h i l e we understand and agree that the amount
of soil ingested by soil pica children is currently not known, ATSDR made some assumptions
about soil inges t ion rates in order to determine what could be a pub l i c hea l th concern. Parents
who receive thi s l e t t e r will want to know how much soil inge s t i on is considered by ATSDR to be
a p u b l i c hea l th concern. If there is a publ i c heal th concern s p e c i f i c to soil pica behavior EPA
believes that a clear d e f i n i t i o n of the behavior needs to be prov ided .

As a result of past d i s cus s ions between EPA and ATSDR about the V B / I - 7 0 S i t e , EPA
unders tood that the two agencies are in agreement that chi ldren who do not have soil pica
behavior are not at risk at VB/I-70 even for short-term, higher than normal exposures such as
might occur during the summer months. T h i s is supported by EPA's analysis of this scenario in
the f i n a l Baseline Human H e a l t h Risk Assessment for the VB/I-70 S i t e . That analysis indicates
that EPA's removal actions in 1998 and 2000 addressed these short term risks by removing soil
from yards where arsenic exposure point concentrations exceeded 400 part s per million. The only
remaining publ i c heal th concern for children f r om exposure to arsenic in soil at the VB/I-70 S i t e is
the p o s s i b l e exposure of children with soil pica behavior.

The PHA is very careful to communicate the uncertaint ie s in the assessment of publ i c
h e a l t h i m p l i c a t i o n s to children with soil p i ca behavior at the V B / I - 7 0 site. The uncertainties are
important and very difficult to communicate in a l e t t e r to a resident. EPA sugges t s that
d i s cu s s i on s about soil pica behavior and the associated p o t e n t i a l risks and uncer taint i e s are better
di s cus s ed with re s ident s during the community meeting which is announced in the letter. Please
consider m o d i f y i n g the l e t t er to s imply inform residents that the d r a f t PHA has been released, that
ATSDR is seeking publ ic comment on the assessment, and that ATSDR will be available at
community meetings to discuss the f ind ing s . EPA believes it would benefi t the community to also
inform them that ATSDR is working with EPA, the Colorado Department of Public Heal th and
Environment, and the Denver Department of Public H e a l t h and Environment on plans to address
any pub l i c heal th concerns i d e n t i f i e d in the PHA. Such a l e t t er could be mailed to everyone in
the VB/I-70 Sit e .

We understand that ATSDR's propo s ed l e t t e r i s in t ended to contain a hea l th message
based on the d r a f t PHA s p e c i f i c for the arsenic and lead l eve l s f o u n d in soil at each property
sampl ed by EPA. We ask you to consider whether this is appropr ia t e at a time when the PHA is
s t i l l in d r a f t f orm and ATSDR is seeking public comment. An individual le t ter containing a health



message may be more a p p r o p r i a t e when the PHA is released in its f i n a l form, in case there are
changes to the assessment as a result of pub l i c comments.

Regarding some of the other mater ia l s provided for review, EPA notes that fac t sheet
t i t l e d "Arsenic in Soil at VBI70" is also not consistent with the i n f o r m a t i o n in the PHA. The f a c t
sheet contains the s tatement "arsenic l eve l s in the soil at about 260 p r o p e r t i e s in the
ne ighborhood s are at l e v e l s high enough to be a concern for adul t s" . The PHA s tate s that there is
a p u b l i c h e a l t h concern about cancer at 40 p r o p e r t i e s and a concern about po s s i b l e non-cancer
h e a l t h e f f e c t s to a d u l t s at 45 p r o p e r t i e s . Please correct the f a c t sheet to make it consistent with
t h e d r a f t PHA.

EPA a p p r e c i a t e s that o p p o r t u n i t y to comment on these important materials. I look
forward to d i s c u s s i n g these comments with you. I under s t and a conference call has been arranged
on February 5 at 3:00pm Eastern T i m e . In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns,
p l ea s e call me at (303)312- 6761.

Sincere ly,

Dale Vodehnal
S u p e r f u n d Program Director

cc: Chris Poulet
Rick G i l l i g
Henry F a l k
V B / I - 7 0 Working Group


